


 
“The Year Ahead” 2017-2018 

 

It is with great pleasure that I am writing the opening introduction to these 
curriculum booklets.   The start of any academic year is always exciting and 
presents new opportunities for both our teachers and pupils.  This year, however, 
there is an extra spring in our step as we embark on a new era.  Many aspects of 
teaching and learning at Hatherop are strong; nevertheless, I feel it is appropriate 
and timely to regularly review all aspects of the curriculum.  This is a significant 
task, but a very important one.  Therefore, over the course of the year, we will be 
reviewing all aspects of teaching and learning with one main objective; to ensure 
your children develop a love of learning.   
 
Providing a challenging,   broad and balanced curriculum delivered in an 
engaging manner is crucial and  developing a child’s character should run 
alongside any curriculum.  As Martin Luther King said: 
 

“The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think 
critically.  Intelligence plus character – that is the goal of true education.”    

 
Therefore, we will be introducing and developing a language of learning that 
develops skills such as pride, resilience, independence, perseverance within our 
lessons. Such skills are vital in preparing our children for the next stage of their 
lives.   
 
The purpose of these booklets is to bring home and school closer together.  
Communication between home and school is important and it is hoped that the 
information in these booklets will provide you with the knowledge of the topics 
in each subject that your children are being taught.  This will enable you to 
become more involved with your child’s learning.   Some of the topics may not 
be taught in the order published, as there has to be some degree of flexibility.  The 
curriculum mentioned is not exhaustive and teaching staff are encouraged to be 
creative with their content and structure of their lessons.   
 
If you have any questions regarding any aspects of teaching and learning, please 
email your form teacher or Head of Department.    
 

Nigel Reed 
Headmaster 



The Hatherop Award is a progressive system of awards that rewards the achievement and 

development of the whole child. It gives the school a framework in which to recognise extra-

curricular and curricular achievement; sporting ability, excellence in the Arts and personal 

development. The structure of the Hatherop Award means that pupils have a graded series of 

developmental targets as they progress through their time at Hatherop Castle. 

At Hatherop Castle, our aims are quite simple and are written with each and every child in mind: 

 To successfully prepare all children for their first choice senior schools at either 11+ or 13+ 

 To offer every child a wide ranging curriculum. 

 To give every child the opportunity to enjoy success. 

 To provide positive feedback to show children how to achieve their potential. 

 To promote learning in all its forms across every aspect of school life. 

 To develop considerate and confident human beings who are able to show tolerance and 

patience. 

 To give the children an understanding of their own and other people's cultures and beliefs. 

 To provide a stimulating, secure and safe environment in which pupils can thrive. 

 To provide regular and informative feedback to pupils, parents and carers at regular intervals 

throughout the year. 

We believe that the Hatherop Award at all its levels of Copper, Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum 

will further help us to meet our school’s aims. By giving pupils a graded system of targets in the 

arts, in sport, in curricular and extra-curricular activities and most importantly in personal 

development, pupils will aspire to being the very best that they are able to be and to achieving their 

full potential in as many areas as possible. 

 

In Reception, the children will complete the Copper level of the Hatherop Award. 



In the Michaelmas Term, the children will complete the topics: Which people are special and 
why? Which stories are special and why? Christmas. They will also experience a Divali day 
This will include the following: 
 
 Learning that each person is special and that Christians have special services to show this.  
 Understanding of some of the qualities of a good friend and recall stories about Jesus as a 

friend to others 
 Looking at the Christmas story and its characters.  

In the Lent Term, the children will complete the topics: Which places are special and why? Which 
times are special and why? 
 
This will include the following: 
 
 Learning about the things that are special and valued in a place of worship.  
 Visit a Church 
 Looking at the Easter story and its characters.  

  

In the Trinity Term, the children will complete the topics: Where do we belong? What is special 
about our world? 
 
This will include the following: 

 
 Re-tell religious stories making connections with personal experiences 
 Think about the wonders of the natural world and how to look after plants and animals 
 Talk about what people do to mess up the world and what they do to look after it. 
 



Communication and Language  
Speaking & Listening: Talk about matters of immediate interest. Recall events. Follow sim-
ple instructions. Listen to stories and poems. 
Literacy 
Reading:   Matching sound names to written symbols. Hear ing sounds in basic words. Phonic 
work. 
Spelling: Initial sounds and par ts of words. Jolly Phonics 
Writing:  Pencil gr ip. Trace & copy letters and patterns. Letter  formation for  lower  case.  
Ongoing: Letters and sounds, including oral segmentation, alliteration, phoneme frames 
blending for reading  

In the Michaelmas term the pupils work through the following topic areas: 

In the Lent term the children continue their studies:  

Communication and Language 
Speaking & Listening: Speak & listen in a group situation. Class Assembly. Descr ibe events 
real or imagined. Listen to poems and stories. 
Literacy 
Reading: Daily. Recognising individual high frequency words on sight. Phonic work. Read-
ing  
environmental print. 
Spelling: Initial sounds and par ts of words. Jolly Phonics 
Writing: from personal exper ience. Overwriting. Copying letters and sentences. Lower  case 
letters.    

Communication and Language 
Speaking & Listening: Develop oral skills. Re-tell simple story or rhyme. Listen & respond to 
questions. Listening to stories and poems. 
Literacy 
Reading: Daily. Phonic work  & games. Shar ing books. 
Spelling: Jolly Phonics 
 Simple everyday irregular words sh, ch, th. Double letter ee, oo. Words with ar. 
Writing: Using imagination. Using a word book for  free writing. Anti-clockwise patterns for 
over-writing. Copying sentences from the board.  Writing high frequency words. 
Spelling: Simple everyday ir regular  words. Shor t vowel in 3 letter  words. 
 
 

In the Trinity term  the children are continuing to extend their understanding and practical enjoy-
ment of English. 



 

 
 

 
  

Michaelmas Term 
Practical activities and appropr iate language development are 
 part of every lesson. 
Regular mental number activities 
Sorting: colour , shape, texture, size and use. Repeating patterns. 
Linear patterns 
Sorting and describing shapes using physical proper ties. 
Numerals wr iting and order ing to 10 or  20. Introduce zero. Add-
ing 1 more. 
Capacity filling and emptying containers. 
Weight: Compar ing and Order ing.  

Lent Term 
Practical activities: appropr iate language development. 
Regular mental number activities to 10 and 20.  
Conservation of number  
Comparing & ordering: length and size.  
Shape: recognising common 2D and 3D shapes. 
Number addition including plus and equal signs.  
Reading number names to 10.  
Ordinal numbers. 
Fractions: use of halves and quar ters. 
Data Handling 
Length compare and order  2 or  more items. 

 
 
Trinity Term 
Practical activities: appropr iate language  
development. 
Regular mental number activities. add 
and  
subtract within 10. Counting to 50 and 100.  
Count in 2’s to 10 and 30,  in 10’s to 100  
and  then in 5’s to 100. Sharing. 
Language: related to number .                                
Coins: recognition and knowledge of  
equivalence. Shopping problems 
1p, 2p, 5p, 10p, 20p, 50p, £1, £2. 
Number Subtraction and minus symbol.  
Time sequencing events.  
Days, months and o’clock. 

Maths outdoors—  Top Trumps. 

Making pictures with 2D shapes. 

Ordering numbers game. 



The work covered will vary according to the children’s interests and experiences. 
The topics are given as a guide only. 

Earth & Seasons:  
How seasons occur and how they 
change - Hibernation and migration 
- Seasonal changes 
Weather:  
How it changes and associated vo-
cabulary - recording weather 

Light:  
Sources of light—How light travels 
- 
Shadows and reflections 
Colour:  
Primary colours and the spectrum - 
Mixing colour 
Sound: Related to hearing - Ears 
and how they work - Echoes -  
Producing sounds of different pitch 
and loudness. 

Living Things:  
4 basic parts of a plant and functions 
- Seeds and growing and varying 
conditions - Insects and spiders - 
birds and their eggs - Endangered 
and extinct - Visit zoo - Pond dip-
ping / Water 

 



The following areas are studied through-

out the Michaelmas term: 

How to greet and respond to greetings: hello, goodbye, thank 
you, yes/no, here you are, how are you? 

Simple colours. 
Basic food items 
How to express likes and dislikes. 
How to respond to simple commands like stand up, sit down, 
jump, dance, turn, walk. 
Counting in French 1 – 10.   
Describing using small, medium, large. 

During the Lent term, the children move on to study the following areas: 
 

Wider range of colours. 

How to say Please and Thank You. 

Names of parts of the body. 
How to name their parents. 
How to say if they are a boy or a girl. 
How to name: a chair, a table, a door, a house. 
Some fruits and vegetables. 
How to ask people to run, jump, walk, listen, look…. 
Counting 1 – 20. 
  

Finally, in the Trinity term, the children work through the following areas of study: 
 
Colours with games, stories and songs. 
Names of clothes, dress, shoes, trousers, jumper, hat, coat, t-shirt. 
Names of animals. 
How to vary their answers when they are asked: How are you?  I’m well/not well/ OK. 
How to ask people to dance, walk fast, walk slow, turn. 
How to express what they want: Please can I have …., Yes, No, More please!  
 



During the Michaelmas term the children will study: Place in History.  
 
 Start with the children’s own history.  
 Family trees. Pictorial representations of their family tree. 
 How they have grown and how things around have changed.  

  
 
 
 

In  the Lent Term they will study: Sound and Light. 
 
 History of guide dogs for the blind.  
 The story of Helen Keller 

 

In  the Trinity Term they will study: Living 
things.  
 
 Farming now and in the olden days.  
 A history of zoos. How did they start? 
 The story of an artist. Study the life of a 

great artist.  



 

 

 

In the Michaelmas Term, the children will complete the 
following topics:  
 
 
The Weather: basic weather study (practical). How 
weather affects people and their surroundings. Seasonal 
variations.  
Different places have changes in weather patterns 
(practical). How people adapt to these changes. 
Global Location: Br itain’s weather compared to weather 
in a different country. Hot and cold climate comparison.  

In the Lent Term, the children will complete the 
following topics:  
 
 
 Global Location: Identify land and sea on a 
world map and globe. Names of continents and 
oceans. Finding the Equator, North and South 
Pole on a world map and globe. 

In the Trinity Term, the children will complete the fol-
lowing topics: 
 
Travelling to school: simple directions. Vehicles used. 
What children observe. In and Around School: study of 
buildings and grounds (practical). Basic human and 
physical features. Following simple directions.  
Map work: routes from home to school. 
Land use: farms, slopes, woodland, hills, r ivers and 
roads. The aim is to give the children as much practical 
experience in and outside the classroom.  
Topic: Living Things: Farming and introduction to 
features. Marwell Zoo visit. 



 
Michaelmas Term:. 
 
Painting:   
Imaginative – using limited number of  
colours and different sizes of brush with the 
theme summer holidays. 
 
Colour: 
Bright primary colours. Working towards  
an Art board. 
Mosaics using bright simple images. 
 
Christmas crafts 
 
 
Lent Term: 
 
 
Printing : 
Hand/foot. String painting and potato prints. 
 
3 Dimensional work: 
Simple thumb pot.  
 
Still life drawing:  
Fruit  
 
 
Trinity Term: 
 
Collage: 
Using everyday articles. Cutting materials. 
 
Salt dough: 
Imaginative animals 
 
Study of an Artist:  
Concentrate on style of artist. Painting with texture. In addition to the 3 term’s set work, a number 
of ideas will evolve through other lessons and the staff’s own creativity. 
 
 

 



Michaelmas term 
Fun and Music:  stor ies, rhymes, movement. 
Me: music and ourselves, Movement. 
Animals moving: listening, discussing music. 
Sound and Silence:  graphic symbols, dy-
namics 
Christmas Songs:  

Lent term 
Sound around: everyday sounds classified. 
Animal Sounds; loud and soft. 
Dragons: pictures in music. 
Music: moods, feelings, ourselves.  

Trinity term 
Stories: with or  without words in music, 
sequences. 
Food: focus on revision of pulse, dynam-
ics, singing. 
Performing: Summer show.  



During citizenship lessons, our work will be closely linked to the promotion of British 

Values—Democracy, rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance.  

Citizenship lessons offer the perfect opportunity to address relevant social issues that 

may crop up or for on-going personal, social and emotional work alongside the fol-

lowing topics: 

 

 British values including ‘word of the week’. 

 Identifying our own learning styles. 

 Health and Wellbeing including developing risk management and Understanding 

personal change and responsibilities. 

 Living in the Wider World, how media, commerce and social issues shape our 

world. 

 Relationships—understanding the dynamics of healthy relationships. 

 Anti-bullying week. 

 

Head of Department  
Miss C Gore Browne 



There are four units of work in the Mich-
aelmas term based on the following ti-
tles: 
 
 Here come the clowns 
 A magic carpet ride 
 Autumn 
 The journey of the Magi 
 
We use the BBC dance scheme which 
publishes material termly. Please refer to 
this booklet again for units of work in 

The Three Little Pigs  
Building a house; 
Mime work on the story; 
Creating dialogue; 
Making masks and acting out the 
story. 
 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears  
Exploring objects connected with 
the story;  
Teacher-in-role work 
Working in groups of three to create 
a still image on a focused aspect of 
the story 
 
 

The Three Billy Goats Gruff   
Retelling and recapping a story; Using dialogue; Focus on feeling and emotions; Creating emo-
tions using their faces; Sculpting an image; 
Creating believable characters 



Head of Department  
Mrs G  Thomasin -Foster 

The DT curriculum incorporates a wide variety of topics to be covered throughout the year and 

makes great use of our outdoor spaces. Topics will be varied throughout the school with each 

year group utilising resources and the new garden 

spaces in their lessons.  

 

We will make much use of the interesting 

environment around the school to enhance our 

technology lessons.  Our outdoor environment is 

a fundamental part of the technology topics and 

we are lucky to have a variety of spaces to use for 

our horticulture topics.  

 

 

The topics that will be covered throughout the school 

are: 

 Horticulture 

 Food Technology 

 Construction 

 Textiles 

 Electronics 

 

This year Reception will cover the following topics: 

 Woodwork 

 Food Technology 

 Construction and  Horticulture 



In the Michaelmas Term, the children will 
complete the following topics  
These will include: 
 
Gymnastics: Ways of tr avelling ‘under’ & 
‘around’. Introduction to  
rolling, spatial awareness & balances.  
Games: 
Boys – Intro to ‘Tag’ Rugby. Passing & 
catching. An introduction to the techniques 
through playing games and performing vari-
ous tasks.  
Girls – Hockey. Basic ball control, passing, 
receiving and small sided game  
activities.  

In the Lent Term, the children will complete 
the following topics. These will include: 
 
Ball Skills: Throwing & catching tech-
niques. Rolling to a target, movement to /
away from a ball & spatial awareness. Tennis 
- Co-ordination, movement, basic ground 
strokes, mini games. 
Games:  
Boys – Football.  
Introduction to passing and  
controlling. Dribbling & shooting at a target. 
Small-sided games.  
Girls: -  Netball. Basic ball handling, 
throwing, receiving and  
moving for the ball. Footwork.  

In the Trinity Term, the children will complete 
the following topics, this will include: 
 
Swimming: Water  confidence. Intro to arm 
action/leg kick. Activities from movement, 
buoyancy, gliding & submerging face in the 
water. Fun games. Working towards 
“Duckling” badges.  
Athletics: Co-ordination &  agility. Sprint rac-
es, bat ‘n’ ball, sack races & ‘Relays’. 
Games:  
Boys – Cricket. Throwing & catching tech-
niques reinforced. Fielding and batting intro-
duced. Grip and basic techniques/games & ac-
tivities.  
Girls Rounders – Throwing, catching and bat-
ting skills. Rules of the game and small game 
activities.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter 
The Magic Key by  Lucy Richards 
Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak 
How to Catch a Star by Oliver Jeffers 
Duck in the Truck by Jez Alborough 
Never Use a Knife and Fork by Neil Goddard 
Shark in the Park by Nick  Sharratt 
Farmer Duck by Martin Waddell 
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle  
Class Two at the Zoo by Julia Jarman 
King Jack and the Dragon by Peter Bently 
The Fish Who Could Wish by John Bush 
Hairy Maclary by Lynley Dodd 
George Saves the World by Lunchtime  by Jo Readman 
Eliot Midnight Superhero by Anne Cottringer 
Superhero ABC by Bob McLeod 
On the Farm by Anna Milbourne 
How Many Sleeps Til My Birthday by Mark Sperring 
What  will you be Grandma by Nanette Newman 
Dogger by Shirly Hughes 
Titch by Pat Hutchins 
My First Book of Dinosaurs   Collins 
The Black Hole in Space by Penny Little 
Seeing , Super Senses by Read and Learn 
Hearing , Super Senses by Read and Learn 
I Wonder Why Series    Kingfisher 
RSPB First book of Mini Beasts 
RSPB First book of Flowers 
RSPB First book of  Birds 
Cleversticks by Bernard Ashley 
Dan and Diesel  by Charlotte Hudson 
First Encyclopaedia of Space   Usborne 


