


 
“The Year Ahead” 2017-2018 

 

It is with great pleasure that I am writing the opening introduction to these 
curriculum booklets.   The start of any academic year is always exciting and 
presents new opportunities for both our teachers and pupils.  This year, however, 
there is an extra spring in our step as we embark on a new era.  Many aspects of 
teaching and learning at Hatherop are strong; nevertheless, I feel it is appropriate 
and timely to regularly review all aspects of the curriculum.  This is a significant 
task, but a very important one.  Therefore, over the course of the year, we will be 
reviewing all aspects of teaching and learning with one main objective; to ensure 
your children develop a love of learning.   
 
Providing a challenging,   broad and balanced curriculum delivered in an 
engaging manner is crucial and  developing a child’s character should run 
alongside any curriculum.  As Martin Luther King said: 
 

“The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think 
critically.  Intelligence plus character – that is the goal of true education.”    

 
Therefore, we will be introducing and developing a language of learning that 
develops skills such as pride, resilience, independence, perseverance within our 
lessons. Such skills are vital in preparing our children for the next stage of their 
lives.   
 
The purpose of these booklets is to bring home and school closer together.  
Communication between home and school is important and it is hoped that the 
information in these booklets will provide you with the knowledge of the topics 
in each subject that your children are being taught.  This will enable you to 
become more involved with your child’s learning.   Some of the topics may not 
be taught in the order published, as there has to be some degree of flexibility.  The 
curriculum mentioned is not exhaustive and teaching staff are encouraged to be 
creative with their content and structure of their lessons.   
 
If you have any questions regarding any aspects of teaching and learning, please 
email your form teacher or Head of Department.    
 

Nigel Reed 
Headmaster 



The Hatherop Award is a progressive system of awards that rewards the achievement and 

development of the whole child. It gives the school a framework in which to recognise extra-

curricular and curricular achievement; sporting ability, excellence in the Arts and personal 

development. The structure of the Hatherop Award means that pupils have a graded series of 

developmental targets as they progress through their time at Hatherop Castle. 

At Hatherop Castle, our aims are quite simple and are written with each and every child in mind: 

 To successfully prepare all children for their first choice senior schools at either 11+ or 13+ 

 To offer every child a wide ranging curriculum. 

 To give every child the opportunity to enjoy success. 

 To provide positive feedback to show children how to achieve their potential. 

 To promote learning in all its forms across every aspect of school life. 

 To develop considerate and confident human beings who are able to show tolerance and 

patience. 

 To give the children an understanding of their own and other people's cultures and beliefs. 

 To provide a stimulating, secure and safe environment in which pupils can thrive. 

 To provide regular and informative feedback to pupils, parents and carers at regular intervals 

throughout the year. 

We believe that the Hatherop Award at all its levels of Copper, Bronze, Silver, Gold and 

Platinum will further help us to meet our school’s aims. By giving pupils a graded system of 

targets in the arts, in sport, in curricular and extra-curricular activities and most importantly in 

personal development, pupils will aspire to being the very best that they are able to be and to 

achieving their full potential in as many areas as possible. 

 

In Prep 1, the children will begin the Bronze level of the Hatherop Award. 



 
This year sees the introduction of a  
new maths scheme “Rising Stars Mathematics”           
Michaelmas Term 
Problem Solving: enquiry skills & appropr iate lan-
guage and practical activities. What do you notice?  
Mental number activities.  
Collecting information & using and interpreting 
diagrams. 
Number: combining sets, Addition and subtraction 
bonds to 10 and quick recall of these. 
Write numerals to 20 in numbers and words. 
Counting: Counting to 20 and back from 100. 
Counting on and back. Count in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s. 
Approximations: length. 
Use of non-standard and standard units of length. 
Shape: Proper ties of 2D and 3D shape. 
Measures: time analogue and digital 
Symmetry  

 
Lent Term  
Problem solving: enquiry skills & appropr iate language and practical activities. 
Mental number activities. Quick recall of addition and subtraction within 10 and 2x table. 
Number: addition to 20 and subtraction within 20. Use simple fractions. Introduce multipli-
cation and division. Learn 2x,10x tables. 
Shape patterns 
Vocabulary; appropr iate language for  capacity and weight. 
Data Handling collecting and recording information. 
Time hours, half hours, quar ter  hours and equivalent minutes. 
Money totalling, giving change and solving problems.  

Trinity Term 
Problem solving: enquiry skills &  
appropriate language and practical activities. 
Addition: to 20, doubles, near  doubles. 
Subtraction: within 20 
Number 5 times table. Recognise, wr ite and 
order numbers to 100.  Place value. 
Patterns: with shape and number . 
Data Handling graph/char t interpretation. 
Shape r ight angles 
Capacity 
Using non-standard units of mass.  

Maths games 

Heads of Department  
Mrs S Lovett and Mrs N Lish 

Capacity work 

Outdoor Maths —  number hunt. 



Speaking & Listening: Talk with teacher  and answer  ques-
tions. Discussion. Story telling activities. 
Reading: Daily from scheme. Use of Library. Word games. 
Predicting. Re-telling stories. 
Spelling: Use of Collins Spelling scheme. 
Writing: words & phrases used to communicate mean-
ing. 
Fiction and Non-fiction work using Collins Composition 
Books. Wordbooks. Copy/write neatly 
from board. Presentation.  
 

In the Michaelmas term the pupils work through the following topic areas: 

English in Prep 1 will reinforce the  basic skills covered within EYFS with a gently in-
creased formal and structured approach. The children start the Collins Scheme for English 
which continues throughout the Pre-Prep, and up to Prep 6. The children’s phonic under-
standing will be reinforced by using the Letters and Sounds scheme. The children enjoy a 
number of trips and visits  which link to  literacy and give them the opportunity to start to 
develop their creative writing. They are encouraged to  take an increasingly significant role 
in the Pre-Prep Production in the Trinity Term. 
 

In the Lent term the children continue their studies  

 
Speaking & Listening: Descr ibe real and imagined events. Cor-
rect use of tense and syntax. Speak to an audience. Drama and role 
play. 
Reading: Daily reading. Recognition of rhyme in texts. Li-
brary use. Read to a variety of audiences. 
Spelling: Continue use of Collins Spelling Scheme. 
Writing: Put events in chronological order . Use capital let-
ters. Alphabetical order (orally). Write with control over 
shape, size, orientation. Comprehension using Collins Com-
prehension Books. 



Speaking & Listening: Express opinions about stor ies they have read. Convey simple 
messages. Report events. Listen to instructions. 
Reading: Daily. Paired & group. Read own stor ies aloud. Library. Identify different 
parts of a text. Use simple reference books. 
Spelling: Collins spelling Scheme. 
Writing: Beginning, middle, end of stor ies. Use basic dictionar ies. Write poetry using  
descriptive language. Use of Collins scheme for composition and comprehension. Full stops. 
Capital letters. Sentences. Diagonal & horizontal joins.  
Sentences, naming words and doing words introduced.  

In the Trinity Term the children are continuing to extend their understanding and practical 
enjoyment of English. 

Head of Department  
Mrs E Barrows 



There will be an emphasis on practical and some construction work. The children 
will also visit the school laboratories for demonstrations. 

Ourselves:  
Growing linked to body measure-
ments - The 5 senses: taste, touch, 
sight, hearing and smell - Think 
what it might be like to have im-
paired senses -  
Animal Senses and Adaptation: 
Animal senses for survival and oth-
er adaptations - Predator senses - 
Prey senses 
 

Electricity:  
Safety and dangers - How electricity 
flows - Drawing and building sim-
ple circuits 
Magnetism:  
How they work and what materials 
are affected - attraction and repul-
sion - magnetic fields and com-
passes 

Floating and sinking:  
Why objects float or sink (fish) - float-
ing in air - The concept of upthrust 
3 States of Matter:  
Solids, liquids and gases - Shape and 
volume - Temperature changes state 
and insulation 

Head of Department  
Mr M Bonner 



 
Finally, in the Trinity term, the children work through  
the following areas of study: 
 

Emotions - revisited  (happy, sad, tired, angry, excited, worried) 

Revision of Numbers 

Playing with a vowel sounds  

We will also learn some Spanish greetings: hello, goodbye, what’s your name?  My name 

is ………, Yes/No. 

Counting 1 – 10 

Celebrating birthdays 

Recognising similarities between words in different languages 

The following areas are studied throughout the Michaelmas term: 

Greetings: hello, goodbye, what’s your name?  My name is ………, Yes/No. 

Counting 1 – 10 

Celebrating birthdays 

Recognising similarities between words in different languages,  

Reacting to food items, Learning everyday language through a song 

Emotions  

During the Lent term, the children move 
on to study the following areas: 
 
Counting 1 – 20. 

More colours. 

New Year in France 

Exploring the sound of some words in a 

foreign language 

Exploring an aspect of culture: Festivals 

Emotions  

In these lessons  pupils will be introduced to both French and Spanish. 

Head of Department  
Mrs G Thomas 



During the Michaelmas term the children will study: Louis Braille and Transport. 
 
 Louis Braille 
 Investigating the developments of transport through the ages.  
 Look at a famous person related to transport– Isambard Kingdom Brunel/George 

Stephenson. 
 Visit the Swindon Railway Museum and look at the importance of the steam engine.  

  
 

 
In  the Lent Term they will study: Houses and Homes. 
 
 Old and new houses.  
 Building materials of the houses and the construction. How houses have 

changed.  
 Visit to a historical home.  

In  the Trinity Term they will study: Grace Darling  
 
 The life of Grace Darling. 
 A look at the importance and development of lifeboats. 
 The Great Fire of London. 
 Samuel Pepys and his diaries. Why did people hide cheese? 

Head of Department  
Mrs S Sparkes 



In the Michaelmas Term, the children will complete the 
following topics,  
  
These will include: 
  
Days Out: The activities of leisure. 
In the park -  Use of the Hatherop park (visit). Play area, 
football pitch etc. 
Larger parks - wildlife and other recreational facilities. 
(visit) 
Litter and pollution survey around HCS (practical)  
People study: what are they doing in the park & how 

many people are there? (practical)  

In the Lent Term, the children will complete the following  
topics. 
  
These will include: 
  
Living in a City & Village:  
Use of maps and plans: to identify human and physical  
features:  
seas, hills, rivers, shops etc. Study of housing types. 
Land Use: attractive/unattractive features. How quality  
of environment may be improved.  
Differences and similarities to Hatherop. Farms, parks, houses 
etc. 
Map work: mapping a village - use of symbols. Physical and human  

In the Trinity Term, the children will complete 
the following topics.  
  
These will include: 

  
Hot and Cold Places: 
Physical and human features, and the effect on 
people in these areas. 
Amazon rainforests Equator  and poles. The 
differences in the features of each.  

  

Head of Department  
Mrs S Sparkes 



In the Michaelmas Term, the children will complete the topics:- Who is a Christian and what do 
they believe? How and why do we celebrate special and sacred times? Christmas. 
They will also be involved in a Divali day. 
This will include the following: 
 
 Looking at special occasions and how they are celebrated.  
 Learning  about the celebrations of Christmas. 
 Learning about the importance of family life to Christians. 

In the Lent Term, the children will complete the topics:- What makes some places sacred? How 
and why do we celebrate special and sacred times? Easter. 
 
This will include the following: 
 
 Talking about school worship and what the children enjoy about it.  
 Understanding the types of groups people belong to and why.  
 Knowing how Christians celebrate Easter.  
 

In the Trinity Term, the children will complete the topic:-What does it mean to belong to a faith 
community? How should we care for others and the world, and why does it matter? 
 
This will include the following: 

 
 Knowing the places of worship of all six major faiths.  
 Looking in detail at Christian, Buddhist and Jewish places of worship.   
 Exploring the creation stories and promote the ‘Golden Rule’. 
 

Head of Department  
Mrs A Featherstone 
 



Michaelmas Term: 
 
Painting: 
Spectrum of colours. Mixing colours of powder 
paint to achieve a spectrum. 
 
Salt dough plaque: e.g. name board. 
 
Christmas crafts: - Cards, tree, decoration. 
 
Portraits:  
 
Collage:  
Using seeds and pulses. 
 
Still life: Drawings of living things. Habit at theme  
 
3 Dimensional work: Using “new clay”, salt dough and plaster of 
Paris. 
Illustration of class reading book. 
 
Study on an artist: Looking at a variety of work, produce a piece 
of work in the style of the artist. 
 
Weaving: Basic card weaving. Some form of sewing. Special 
event board. Large class piece of work. 
 
Painting: Imaginative painting using the full spectrum of colour, 
include bubble painting and blow painting. 
 
 
Throughout the year, we have an art theme of Houses where we 
study features of houses and architecture and build up a diorama of 
house to show all we have studied. 

 

Head of Department  
Mrs S Easterbrook 



In their class music lessons, the emphasis is always on practical experience through singing, action 
and movement work, and using instruments. The following paragraphs give an indication of the top-
ic areas and starting points for the children’s musical development. 

Michaelmas Term 
The pulse: a topic about the importance in mu-
sic of a steady beat.  
Sounds around us: what sort of sounds do we 
find in school? 
Ourselves and music: a topic asking how mu-
sic makes you feel, how could you move to it? 
Drums: a project that explores the potential 
and effect of various drums.  
Christmas songs: work on the songs for the 
various Christmas events. 

Lent Term 
Musical opposites: fast and slow, high and low, how music can be described and performed. 
Signs and symbols: working out some simple visual ways of representing music sounds.  
Composing: although class composition work using percussion instruments has already taken 
place earlier in the year, this unit of work focuses on building up a class piece.  
Instrument groups: families of instruments – strings brass, woodwind, metal. 

Summer Term 
Fast and slow: listening to and discussing a mu-
sical story such as ‘The Sorceror’s Apprentice’ 
before using some of the ideas in class composi-
tion work.  
Listening, appraising: this unit focuses on how 
music makes us feel and why it does so. Again 
this leads to practical composition/improvisation 
activities.  
Rhythm patterns: using names and words, the 
children become aware of the importance of 
rhythm patterns in music.  
Summer Show: work on the songs for the Sum-
mer Pre-Prep Production. 

Head of Department  
Mr C Page 



During citizenship lessons, we will be following the PinK (People in the Know) curriculum 

designed by Gloucestershire County.  Our work will be closely linked to the promotion of 

British Values—Democracy, rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and toler-

ance.  Citizenship lessons offer the perfect opportunity to address relevant social issues that 

may crop up or for on-going personal, social, health and economic education (PSHEE) 

work alongside the following topics: 

 

 British values including ‘word of the week’. 

 Identifying our own learning styles. 

 Health and Wellbeing including developing risk management and Understanding per-

sonal change and responsibilities. 

 Living in the Wider World, how media, commerce and social issues shape our world. 

 Relationships—understanding the dynamics of healthy relationships. 

 Anti-bullying week. 

 Political literacy 

 Finance 

 Internet safety 

Head of Department  
Miss C Gore Browne 



Topics will include: 
 
‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ 
Nativity play 
Keeping Safe 
Summer Play 
Hercules 
 

During each topic the children will cover the following: 
 
This will include the following: 
Discussion and group interaction – planning, predicting and exploring. 
Drama activities – performance and improvisation. 
Speaking for different audiences – retelling and telling stories. 
Listening and responding to instructions from the teacher.  
Listening and responding to taped stories, videos and DVDs. 
Discussion and group interaction – explaining, reporting and evaluating. 
Drama activities – responding to drama. 
Speaking for different audiences – reading a story aloud.  

There are five units of work in the 
Michaelmas term based on the fol-
lowing titles: 
 
 Here come the clowns 
 A magic carpet ride 
 Autumn 
 The journey of the Magi 
 
We use the BBC dance scheme 
which publishes material termly.  



Head of Department  
Mrs G Thomasin-Foster 

The DT curriculum incorporates a wide variety of skills to be covered throughout the year in 
our projects.. Topics will be varied throughout the year and will link to other curriculum topics 
being studied. Pupils are encouraged to use the research, design, make and evaluate process 
throughout their projects.  
 
 
 
Prep 1 will explore how to make models using a 
variety of materials including clay and junk 
modelling. They will also learn about cooking 
and horticulture at different times throughout the 
year.  
 
 
The topics that will be covered throughout the 
school are: 
 
 Horticulture 
 Food Technology 
 Construction 
 Textiles 
 Electronics 
 
 
This year Prep 1 will cover the following topics: 
 
 Construction 
 
 Textiles 
 
 Cooking/Horticulture 



In the Michaelmas Term, the children will complete the following topics. This will include: 
 
Gymnastics: travelling on feet, different body par ts, different size steps, changes in speed 
and direction. Apparatus work - travel off, onto, Jumping and landing safely. Intro to rolling  
forward.  
Ball Skills—catching, throwing, rolling, techniques, movement to the ball and mini games. 
Games:  
Boys - Rugby. Running & ’Tag’ games, spatial awareness, intro to handling techniques.  
Girls - Hockey. Ball control, passing, receiving and small sided game activities. Rules of 
the game. 

In the Lent Term, the children will complete the following  
topics. This will include: 
 
Basketball - develop co-ordination, movement, catching, 
dribbling the ball, how to pass, mini games. 
 
Short Tennis -  Introduction to gr ip, balancing a ball on 
the racket, co-ordination, spatial  
Awareness. Introduction to hitting off the strings and basic 
ground stroke action.  
Games:  
Boys—developing passing skills, dribbling, positions, shoot-
ing, goal-keeping.  
Girls - Develop knowledge of types of pass, mini games, 

In the Trinity Term, the children will complete the following 
topics: 
Tennis Reinforce racket skills & co-ordination, prepara-
tion, hitting & follow through position. Mini games.  
 
Athletics: 25m, 50m spr ints, relays obstacle race, sack race.  
 
Swimming: (All year) Activities - buoyancy, breathing, 
submerging. Whole, part, whole stroke approach. Duckling 
badges for  skills and distance. Swimming gala for  some. 
ASA National Plan Awards.  
Games:  
Boys - Cricket. Ball skills – throwing, catching. Batting in-
tro, grip, stance & fielding.  
Girls – Rounders. Throwing, catching, fielding and batting 
skills. Rules of the game and small game activities.  

Head of Department  
Mr N Bailey  



Each Peach Pear Plum by J & A Ahlberg 
Room on the Broom by Julia Donaldson 
Lost and Found by Oliver Geffers  
The Tiger Who came for Tea by Judith Kerr Kerr 
The Cat in the Hat by Dr. Seuss   
The Milly Molly Mandy  Storybook by Joyce Lankester Brisley  
My Naughty Little Sister by Dorothy Edwards 
Amazing Grace by M Hoffman & C Birch 
Owl Babies by Martin Waddell 
Frog and Toad Books by Arnold Lobel 
Ladybird Classics—Read it Yourself Level 2  
The Sheep Pig by Dick King Smith 
Mr Gumpy’s Outing by John Burningham 
100 Best Poems for Children by S. Moxley & R. McGough 
Katie Morag’s Island Stories by Mairi Hedderwick 
Aristotle By Dick King Smith 
Winnie the Witch by Laura Owen & Korky Paul 
Dilly by Tony Bradman 
Care of Henry by Anne Fine 
Necklace of Raindrops by J Aiken 
Dragon Ride by Helen Cresswell 
A Head Full of Stories by Susan Swallow 
The Troublesome Tooth Fairy by S Toksvig 
The Monster Story Teller by Jacqueline Wilson 
The Chocolate Monster by Jan Page 
Owen and the Mountain by Malachy  Doyle 
It’s  a Dog’s Life by Michael Morpurgo 
Dolphin Boy by Michael Morpurgo 
Mr Magnolia by Quentin Blake 


