
Hatherop castle  
Boarders’ handbook 

Welcome to the boarding house 

We are delighted you have chosen to board at Hatherop Castle 

and welcome you warmly to the Hatherop family. We want you 

to feel as though the Castle is your home, and you can look 

forward to lots of good times here. 

All our boarders, both permanent and flexi-boarders, tell us how 
much they enjoy living here. In fact, there is a general belief among 
our boarders that the non-boarders miss out on all the fun! 

We expect all our boarders to be truthful, trustworthy people who 
respect each other and the staff. This is what makes Hatherop 
Castle such a happy place for all our boarders to be. 

This booklet is intended to give you an idea of what life is like at 
Hatherop Castle, and give you all the information you need. 



Who will be looking after me? 

The head of boarding is Mrs Easterbrook, or Mrs E as she is known. 
She, Mr Easterbrook, Matron and our House Mistress are there to 
help and support you in any way they can. If there is ever anything 
worrying you, or something you just don’t understand, they are 
available at all hours of the day and night.  

What happens when I arrive? 

When you start boarding, you will be shown upstairs to your 
bedroom, and find out who your room mates are. You will be able to 
unpack your personal possessions and make your section of the 
dormitory look just the way you want it. 

Can I contact home? 

Of course. There is payphone here that you can use to phone home 
in the evening, and you may also bring your own mobile phone. 
These are kept by a member of staff during the day. They are 
handed out at the beginning of free time after supper and handed 
back in at bedtime.  



What happens on a typical weekday at Hatherop Castle? 

7.30am Wake up and get dressed 

7.40am Breakfast 

8.20am Registration in your classroom 

8.50am School day 

4.40pm Clubs 

5.30pm Prep 

6.30pm Go up to the dormitory and change into home clothes 

6.40pm Supper 

7.10pm Free time 

7.45pm Showers for Prep 3 and 4 

8pm Showers for Prep 5 and 6 

8.15pm Prep 3 and 4 bedtime 

8.45pm Showers for Prep 7 and 8/Prep 5 and 6 bedtime 

9.15pm Prep 7 and 8 bedtime 



What kind of things will I do in the evenings? 

Once clubs, homework and supper are done, you have free time to 
spend with your friends, read a book or play on your tablet, just as 
you would at home. But there are other things you might enjoy doing. 

• When the weather is good, you can play outside in our 
wonderful grounds. Hide and seek by torchlight is a 
particular favourite with the boarders. 

• In summer, you will be able to take a dip in the outdoor pool 
• If the weather’s not so good, there are lots of board games to 

play inside. 
• If you are feeling creative, you might enjoy a craft activity. 
• Karaoke nights are always popular and great fun. 
• You will be able to play electronic games, but this is very 

closely monitored. 
• If you are learning a musical instrument, practice can be 

done in any of the practice rooms 



What will I be doing at the weekend? 

Boarders and flexi-boarders alike love weekends at Hatherop 
Castle. This is because every single week, boarders can take part 
in the most amazing and exciting range of trips and expeditions, 
such as: 

• Going to the circus 
• Visiting places of historical interest 
• Go mountain boarding 
• Go tree running at Go Ape 
• Visiting theme parks 

• Quad biking 



Can I have friends to stay for sleepovers? 

Yes you can! We try to make Hatherop Castle as much like home as 
possible Once a term, regular boarders can invite friends from 
school and beyond to a themed sleepover night.  

What happens on my birthday? 

We will help you celebrate your special day with a birthday cake. 
Children with family or friends nearby quite often go out for supper. 
If your parents live too far away, you might have a special evening 
of games or karaoke. 

Chat Nights 

Chat Nights take place every month and give you the opportunity to 
have your say about life within the Boarding House. You might have 
suggestions for activities you would like to be able to do or want to 
put in a request for your favourite meal. The Head Boarder will keep 
minutes and pass them on to Mrs E. 



What happens if I am unwell? 

Matron or Mrs E are on duty day and night and we will make sure 
you know how to find t hem if you feel ill after lights out. We will 
move you into the Sick Bay area if required. If we consider it 
necessary and you live nearby, you will be sent home. If it is not 
possible for parents to collect then you will be cared for at school 
by Matron and Mrs E.	

If you need to be excused from sport, either Matron or Mrs E will 
inform the games staff. 

Medicines 

You must hand in any medicines to the Boarding Staff and Matron 
will dispense them when necessary. 



What if I am worried about something? 

If you ever feel worried about anything or feel a bit sad, don’t keep it 
to yourself. There are lots of people you can talk to. Mrs E, Matron, 
or any of the members of staff will be very happy to help you.  

If you really don’t want to talk to a member of staff, you could 
contact the Listening Ear instead. Our Listening Ear is Mrs Mandy 
Rambaut, and she is someone you can go to in total confidence. 
Her telephone number is 01285 750687.  

Alternatively, you could ring Childline. This is a telephone helpline 
especially for young people, and you can talk to someone who can 
help you deal with any problems you might have. The number is 
0800 111 and is free from a landline. 

Bullying is completely unacceptable, and will not be tolerated at 
Hatherop Castle. If you feel you are being bullied, you should speak 
to a member of staff at once. There is also a website that you can 
visit that has lots of good advice: www.bullying.co.uk 



What can I bring with me? 

• Personal possessions to decorate your area of the dormitory. 
These might be posters or ornaments, bunting or cushions 
for your bed. 

• Any special cuddly toy 
• Mobile phones and electronic games. These are your 

responsibility, and must be handed in to a member of staff 
each night.  
 

Please note, if you choose to bring valuable items into school, make 
sure your parents have proper insurance for them. The School 
cannot be held responsible for losses. 

Money 

You may bring cash to school, for use at weekends and on school 
trips. Any cash must be handed in to the school Bank. When you 
need it, you can sign it out. 

Passports 

Passports must be handed in to a member of the Boarding Staff 
immediately for safekeeping.  

Laundry 

Beds are changed weekly by Matron. School clothes, sports kits 
and home clothes are washed daily and returned to you dormitory. 
If you are a flexi-boarder for more than two nights, Matron will also 
do your washing. 



 

Suggested clothing list: Girls 

• 2 pairs of jeans 
• 2 skirts/dresses 
• 2 cardigans/jumpers/fleeces 
• 1 blouse/shirt 
• 3 T-shirts 
• 1 smart outfit 
• 1 pair indoor shoes 
• 5 vests 
• 3 bras (if necessary) 
• 8 pairs of pants 
• 2 pairs non-uniform socks/tights 
• 3 pairs pyjamas 
• 1 dressing gown 
• 1 pair Crocs or similar 
• 1 swimming costume 
• Walking shoes? 
• Coats? 

 
Also 

• 2 towels 
• 1 duvet and pillow (School can provide these) 
• 2 duvet covers and pillow cases 

What do I wear? 

During school hours, you will wear your uniform. In the evenings 
and at weekends, you will wear your own clothes. It is useful to 
have one smart outfit for special occasions, such as trips to the 
theatre. Please make sure all clothing is named. 



Suggested clothing list: Boys 

• 2 pairs trousers or jeans 
• 1 pair smart trousers 
• 1 smart shirt 
• 2 jumpers/hoodies 
• 3 T-shirts 
• 1 pair indoor shoes 
• 1 waterproof coat 
• 5 vests  
• 8 pairs of pants 
• 5 pairs of school socks 
• 2 pairs non-uniform socks 
• 2 pairs pyjamas 
• 1 dressing gown 
• 1 pair Crocs or similar 
• Swimming trunks 
• Walking shoes? 
• Coats? 

 
Also 

• 2 towels 
• 1 duvet and pillow (School can provide these) 
• 2 duvet covers and pillow cases 
• 1 laundry bag 
• 1 washbag 

 

 



	

Useful information 

Address: Hatherop Castle Prep School, Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire, GL7 3NB 

Head of Boarding: Mrs Sally Easterbrook 

Email address: easterbrooks@hatheropcastle.co.uk 

School office telephone: 01285 750206 

Home telephone: 01285 752025 

Payphone: 01285 752020 


